The Alchemists Dissolve and Coagulate
by Matthew Hittinger

Two Greek beards profess



sulfur, mercury, salt, fire
fruits turn nuts copier cussed


air, water and earth, Sol
“Yeah well with breasts they ask


Luna, copper, iron
is it the size of a grape


tin, quicksilver and lead
the size of a strawberry


antimony, arsenic, bismuth
damn paper jam”



boron, magnesium

to shit to piss if the doctor


phosphorus, platinum, potassium
asks and what he asks and the proctor says

stone, zinc, sal ammoniac
“It’s nice and healthy if it’s walnut

aqua fortis and aqua regia
sized firm but supple”


spirit of wine, amalgama
and the scholar says




cinnabar and vitriol

“Yeah if it’s walnut size.  You know

decompose : oxidize, digest,


what they say, You don’t

ferment; modify: congeal,


use it you lose it.”


fixate, cerate; separate:
Laugh.  Clear the jam.  Start again.


distill, sublimate, filtrate;


How funny what gold



unify: solute,


to think tumors fruits



multiply, project


 the a spot nuts.
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